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8ist Holy Convocation 
One To Remember 


The 81st Holy Convocation will be remembered 
as a very spiritual and meaningful expression of 
Christian fellowship. In spite of 1988 being the 
much anticipated year of the quadrennial elections, 
when Church leadership positions are filled, the an- 
nual gathering of the saints was reminiscent of 
more glorious years. People came rejoicing and 
praising God for salvation, family, health and the ex- 
perience of participating in another Holy Convo- 
cation. 


The delegations came from everywhere to attend 
the meeting. Whether they traveled from England, 
Africa, Japan, South America or rode a car across 
town Memphis, the glory of the Holy Convocation 


The quarennial elections produced many new 
faces within the ranks of Church leadership. The 
much anticipated election followed a very spiritual 
and harmonious 81st Holy Convocation. Still, one 
could identify the basic trappings of a political year 
everywhere. The flyers, multicolored platform 
statements and political conversations were wit- 
nessed and heard in every corner. 


The local newspaper built its circulation on their 
weak outside political analysis of election year 
events. It was evident the secular press did not 
understand the true circumstances and character 
surrounding our quadrennial rush to the polls. 
Nevertheless, the delegates understood why one at- 
tends the Holy Convocation and the purposes are 
purely spiritual, historical and not political. 


The candidates addressed the General Assembly 
of the Church one last time. The convocation was 
over and the speeches were lively. The responses 
from the floor resounded with encouragement, 
laughter and at times momentary cynicism. Some 
candidates had cheering blocks who pushed up the 
volume at the mention of the candidates name. 
Armed with buttons, banners, lights, flash lights 
and other items, one got the idea, “‘vote for me:’ The 

(continued on page 7) 


made the trip worthwhile. Without a doubt the 
throng was larger than ever and the convocation’s 
agenda offered something to everyone. 

Daily the saints gathered for early morning 
prayer. Bishop Ithiel Clemmons and the prayer war- 
riors invoked the Almighty’s blessings. The at- 
mosphere at Mason Temple was spiritually charg- 
ed. The prayers and consecration offered in dif- 
ferent jurisdictions prior to the convocation created 
a continual spirit of praise and uplifting. It seemed 
no opposition nor spirit of iniquity could block the 
joy within all. 

Tuesday morning found the assembly seated and 
listening to greetings from the general officers of 


the Church. Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. keynoted the 
opening service. He wasted no time and preached 
a message which set the tone for the entire convoca- 
tion. That night Bishop Melvin Clark blessed the 
congregation with a fire brand message about 
‘“‘Holiness:?’ He reminded each person of his/her 
heritage in the Lord. 


Wednesday morning Bishop Esau Courtney stood 
behind the scared desk at Mason Temple. He 
delivered a message only a father could give. He 
choose ‘‘Home Partnership’ as his thought. After 
he presented his wife of more than 50 years and 
preached, it was evident how blessed the saints 
were. That night service was dedicated to national 
educational activities. Dr. Donald Wheelock com- 
bined his deep intellect and gifted delivery to inform 
the saints about the subject, ‘Broken Cisterns:’ His 
words were filling and healing to the depleted reser- 
voirs within the soul. 


Thursday ushered in a new day and the saints 
started to anticipate the weekend. General Board 
Member, Bishop Leroy Anderson stirred every 
mind. His subject, ““The World’s Most Mysterious 
Birth’ got the convention’s attention. Being in the 
convention center a day early was no problem to 
Bishop Watson. The smooth Texan used his strong 
will and equally strong Texas hoop to hold a crowd 
made tired by a full program. To the cry of ‘‘preach 
anyhow bishop;’ he preached on the thought, ‘“Take 
a Stand?’ 

The next day belonged to the Ladies, the most 
beautiful and well dressed women in the world 
came out strong. The supervisor of women, Mother 
Mattie McGlothen delivered her annual address. 
Mother caught fire and took her good time exhort- 
ing the convocation’s delegates to righteous living. 


(continued on page 2) 


New General Board seated, left to right: J. D. Husband, L. H. Ford, J. O. Patterson, Sr., C. D. 
Owens, and C. L. Anderson. Standing left to right are: S. Green, L. E. Willis, J. N. Haynes, 
P. A. Brooks, C. E. Blake, O. T. Jones, and R. L. H. Winbush. 


Bishop’s Letter 


Dear Saints: | 
Greetings in the name of our dear Saviour 
Jesus Christ. May He grant you prosperity 


physically, financially and spiritually. 

If you were an attendee of our recent Convo- 
cation, I am sure you can attest to the fact that 
God granted us one of the greatest spiritual 
meetings ever to have been held in the history 
of our Church. Testimonies are coming to me 
daily exclaiming the good news of a healing, 
salvation, a financial miracle and many other 
blessings from the hand of God. As I reflect on 
these great demonstrations of God’s love for His 
people, my heart rejoices. 

We hope now in the season that is called 


Thanksgiving; however, I hope you will rem- 
ember that God is blessing us every day of our 
lives, therefore, our Thanksgiving season should 
be a constant time of giving Him praise. 

The resounding theme for our consecration, “J 
Won't Be Silent Anymore,’ must be ever present 
in our minds. At the remembrance of the bless- 
ings of God, we must be anxious to tell someone 
else. Our testimony could very well make the dif- 
ference in the life of some dear soul seeking 
directions. 

As you go about your assigned tasks please be 
assured of my prayers and warm wishes for 
God’s favor in your life. 


Editorial 


By Dr. David Hall 


The election for gen- 
eral officers for the 
Church Of God In Christ 
was conducted during the 
81st Holy Convocation. 
The process yielded a 
new General Board and 
filled the slots constitu- 
tionally provided in our 
organizational charter. 
Both the Church and the 
secular world anticipated 
the sight of the saints go- 
ing to the polls. Certainly, the vote has proven vital 
to the continuity and development of the organiza- 
tion; along with that continuity has come a varied 
tension and increased political activity. 

At the inception of the electoral process, our 
Church was in the thralls of a tortuous transition. 
Literally speaking, the vote was the lesser of two 
evils from which our troubles forced us to select 
voting, in order to create peace. 


Since 1968, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. has been 
the leader of the organization. To his credit and 
every saint, we have endured the vote, the politics 
and the mounting tensions to become a vital and ef- 
fective Church organization. To this day, God has 
honored our process and we have cohesively existed 
within the frame work ordered by the courts. God 
has winked at our incessant desire to test our faith 
in a man made system. Saints, the vote may have 
benefited us in the short run but what about the 
whole race? 


‘hy, koe hi hagas 
Dr. David Hall 


IS VOTING TRULY GOD’S WAY? 

My reason for writing this editorial is not to 
review, castigate or sanction the history of voting 
in the Church. We have the vote. Okay! Well, allow 
me to express my feelings about the electoral 
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system which the delegates encountered this past 
November 15, 1988. Firstly, the election commit- 
tee had a difficult job on their hands. Assembled 
and poised to vote were a few thousand delegates. 
The committee’s well thought out method was over- 
taxed and overwhelmed within five minutes. The 
system cracked within a short time causing hard- 
ship, long, long lines and extreme disenchantment. 
By the next morning the delegates were just com- 
pleting the vote. I personally did not finish voting 
until 4:30 a.m. 

What happened? There was over crowding inside 
the polling area and at the entrances. There was 
much confusion and eventual duplication of effort 
by poorly informed voters. Case in point, the many 
delegates who took those little yellow cards, not to 
the adjacent line to vote but to the rear of the 
original line. Morever, before entering the polls the 
doors were locked and caused people to become 
disgruntled while standing on hard concrete floors. 
Then, after being allowed inside, to be forced to 
stand for hours again. The poorly defined lines 
created a disappointing image and mental ordeal 
that even the young and strong became anxious 
with. 

I know this because I stood in the line with the 
regular delegates. National officials could circum- 
vent the process but regular delegates were stuck. 
Many delegates were reduced to sliding in chairs 
a foot at a time while waiting in line. Others talked 
bible, children, sports or why the election system 
needed improvement. Others left upset and became 
disenfranchised. 


Many delegates offered comments about the 
ordeal. Some comments are worthy of mention and 
others must be taken with a grain of salt. Some 
reflected the possibility of holding communion and 
installation of bishops on Sunday night. Monday 
could be free for voting. Others spoke of creating 
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solid barriers to establish the proper direction and 
flow of voters in line. And others spoke about more 
machines and a serious time limit on those who 
stood unnecessarily long inside the booth casting 
their vote. 

In closing I must say the process did benefit the 
Church because the finished result was an adequate 
vote with integrity. Still, the comments of one mis- 
sionary ring very true and clarion in message, ‘“We 


have the brains to enhance this system. If we must 


vote then why not do it with dignity, speed and bet- 
ter organization:’ To her I say, lady flesh and blood 
has spoken this to you. My aching foot, sore back, 
sleepy head and watery eyes know there is a better 
way. 


Remember (continued from page 1) 


The keynote speaker for the day service was Super- 
visor Vaugh. She choose a secular title and sanc- 
tified it for the benefit of the saints. Her message 
was entitled, ‘‘Don’t Worry, Be Happy!” During the 
evening service Evangelist Wells — Johnson lifted 
the roof of the convention center. She asked the 
throng to repeat, “‘Lord Glorify Me’’ and proceed- 
ed to wreck the house. 

Saturday found the convocation still rising. At the 
morning worship, Dr. Lovett offered the good news. 
He spared no effort in driving home the answer to 
the question, ‘‘How Can It Be Alright Just When 
Everything Is All Wrong?”’ The splendid academi- 
cian plainly let the Lord have His way. He preached 
until times got better. That evening the ministers 
and missionaries aflame were in charge. Three 
speakers rallied the saints to the cause of Christ. 
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Hooks, Bishop J. D. Husband 
and Elder Bobby Henderson were outstanding. The 
keynote message was delivered by Bishop Ben- 
jamin Crouch. He rocked the Saturday night crowd 
with a Saturday night special. He spoke about “‘Ser- 
vice to the Lord?’ 

Finally the official day came with all its splendor 
and glory. The Saints showed up at 5:00 a.m. for the 
choice seats. By 8:00 a.m. there was only standing 
room. Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. was his usual self. 
It is evident God ordained him for this time. The 
saints enjoyed him and were challenged by every 
word. He resounded the theme of God’s call upon 
the Church to be holy. He critically examined pre- 
sent day life styles and made it plain that our desire 
should be to please God. The entire service was ex- 
cellent from opening to closing and was commen- 
surate to our great Church and the Lord. 

Sunday night was left to General Board member 
Bishop J. N. Haynes. He continued cultivating the 
fire storm created by Bishop Patterson. Bishop 
Haynes subject was profound as he lifted up, ‘‘Ab- 
solute Assurance:’ 

Monday morning the Communion service was 
next and everyone was anticipating the speaker. 
Always a surprise to the convocation, the presenter 
announced the preacher as Elder Jerry Macklin. 
The youthful Californian came prayerfully before 
the multitude and exlaimed, ‘“What To Do Until He 
Comes:’ He was under the annointing and was cer- 
tainly used mightily by the Lord. 

All and all the Holy Convocation was full of 
powerful delivery. Enough was said to save this 
world from sin. 


a 


New Bishops Installed 


Bishop Stanford Lee Butts 


Bishop Butts is the third 
son of seven children born 
to Levi and Rutha Butts 
April 22, 1939, in Dry 
Branch, Georgia. 

Although a native Geor- 
gian, he was brought up in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and it was 
there that he received his 
early training. He was edu- 
cated in the Cleveland 
Public School System and 
later received a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration at Cleveland 
State University. 


It was under Bishop Riley A. Williams and 
Bishop U. E. Miller that he received his early 
religious training. This training led him to accept 
Christ at the age of 15 during a revival conducted 
by the late Missionary Fannie Mayo in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

One year later, he was called to the gospel 
ministry and was later ordained by Bishop Monte 
J. Bradford of Nebraska. He served the Nebraska 
jurisdiction in the area of Evangelism, as a Pastor 
and also as State Secretary. 

His path later led him to the State of Maryland 
and he has served the Central Jurisdiction up to the 
present. His responsibilities have been as Secretary 
of the Jurisdiction, Administrative Assistant to the 
late Bishop J. I. Doswell and Pastor of Grace Tem- 
ple Church Of God In Christ. 

Bishop Butts is married to Mrs. Loretta Butts and 
they enjoy the two lovely daughters given them by 
God. 


Bishop Archie Ray Hopkins 

— Marcus, Parnell, Archie 
| II, Kimberly, Tamara, 
Trena and Janetta are the 
children of Bishop and 
Mrs. Archie Ray Hopkins. 
This family serves the 
saints of God and the 
Portland, Oregon com- 
munity through the 
ministries of the Solid 
Rock Church Of God In 
Christ. 

On June 5, 1937, Bishop 
Hopkins was born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hopkins, 
in Muskagee, Oklahoma. He received his early 
training in Muskagee and in 1959 moved to 
Portland, and it was in this city that he was saved 
in 1961. 


Bishop Hopkins has been one who is accustom- 
ed to serving. He began his service to the Church 
performing janitorial services. He later served as a 
Deacon, Sunday School Superintendent, Y.P:W.W. 
President and, after entering the ministry, as Assist- 
ant Pastor. 

Having been licensed and ordained in 1963 and 
1968, respectively, he moved by faith to a small 
store front. Through his ministry many were 
brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and 
the church grew. The congregation is now housed 
in a newly built modern edifice. 


His service to the Church continues through his 
appointments as Secretary to the Elder’s Council, 
State Y.PW.W. President, Chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Board and First Administrative Assistant 
to the Bishop. His faithful service caused his ap- 
pointment as Jurisdictional Prelate in December 
1987. 


Bishop Frank Otha White 


For the past forty-eight 
years, Bishop White has 
been on a sojourn that has 
brought him to a place of 
prominence that is reserv- 
ed for servants. 

Realizing early on the 
importance of training for 
service, he successfully 
completed public school 
training and continued to 
prepare himself at Hofstra 


University where he received the Bachelor of 
Science in Business. After undergraduate studies, 
the Bishop received the Master of Religious 
Education—O.M. Kelly Institute and the Doctor of 
Divinity and Doctor of Sacred Theology Degrees 
from the United Christian College. 


Having committed his life to Christ in 1959, 
receiving a call to the gospel ministry in 1964, and 
being ordained in 1967, Bishop White began his for- 
mal service to the Church as an Assistant Pastor to 
the late Bishop O. M. Kelly at Little Zion Church 
Of God In Christ. He was later appointed Pastor of 
the church and serves the congregation to the 
present. 

Among his many responsibilities, Bishop White 
serves the national offices as Clerk/Finance Depart- 
ment and a member of the Housing Committee. He 
also serves the community in many civic and social 
causes. To support him in his many efforts is his 
wife, Juliet and five children — Frank, Sherri, Otha, 
Chakira and Yashima. 


Bishop Clarence Louis Sexton 


Bishop Clarence L. Sex- 
ton was born in Bamberg, 
South Carolina, and is one 
of 42 children of Reverend 
and Mrs. Letha, Lilla and 
Isreal Sexton. He received 
his early formal education 
in the public school system 
of Bamberg. 


Bishop Sexton had his 
beginning in the work of 
Christ in holiness under the 
leadership of Bishop Frank 
Cook in Brooklyn, New York, in 1942. He was call- 
ed to the ministry in 1945 and was ordained in 1948 
by Bishop O. M. Kelly at Victory Temple Church Of 
God In Christ. 

To better serve his church, this servant of God 
studied at the Shelton Bible Institute, O. M. Kelly 
Bible School and is the recipient of an Honorary 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from the New York 
Divinity School of Sacred Theology. 


For thirty years he has been faithful to the charge 
given him by Bishop O. M. Kelly Religious Train- 
ing Institute and State Treasurer of Eastern New 
York Jurisdiction. Upon the demise of Bishop Kel- 
ly, he continued to serve faithfully under the leader- 
ship of Bishop F. D. Washington as Special Ad- 
ministrative Assistant, and Chairman of the 
Stewardship Committee. In our National Church he 
serves as Vice-Chairman of the General Council of 
Pastors and Elders as a Vice-Chairman of the Na- 
tional General Assembly. He presently serves the 
Mt. Sinai Cathedral Church Of God In Christ in 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Bishop and Mrs. Thelma Sexton are the proud 
parents of six children, Sandra, Clarice, Clarence, 
Jr., Lynn, Curtis and Melody; and, they have nine- 
teen grandchildren. 


Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson 


— Bishop Gilbert Earl Pat- 
terson was born Sep- 
tember 22, 1939, approx- 
imately 50 feet from the 
| pulpit on the parsonage 
_| next door to the Church Of 
God In Christ in Hum- 
boldt, Tennessee. He is the 
youngest of six children 
born to Bishop W. A. Pat- 
terson, Sr. and Mrs. Mary 
L. Williams Patterson. 

He was saved in May, 
1951 under his father’s ministry at Holy Temple 
C.OG.L.C., Memphis, Tennessee; filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghost, September 16, 1956 at New Jerusalem 
C.OG.ILC., Detroit, Michigan. He was licensed 
under his father in March of 1957 and ordained by 
Bishop J. S. Bailey, August 28, 1958. 

He was the first member of the Provisional Board 
of the International Youth Congress and served for 
11 years on the National Evangelist Board under 
the late Bishop L. C. Page. 

His is married to Louise Dowdy of Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Bishop Patterson’s pastoral career began Janu- 


ary 1, 1952 as co-pastor with his father at Holy 
Temple C.0.G.I.C., Memphis, Tennessee. In 1969, 
he organized his first church. 


While on 13 years hiatus from active participa- 
tion in the affairs of the Church Of God In Christ, 
Apostle Gilbert Patterson preached out of 7 
churches in Memphis, Tennessee, Detroit, 
Michigan, Toledo, Ohio and Forrest City, Arkansas. 

On January 19, 1988, he was re-enlisted by the 
Presiding Bishop and the General Board and ap- 
pointed over the 4th Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of 
Tennessee. He brings to the Church Of God In 
Christ 5 congregations. His headquarters, 
Cathedral of Bountiful Blessings, has a membership 
of approximately 5,000. 

Bishop Patterson is a graduate of Central High 
School in Detroit, Michigan. He attended the 
Detroit Bible Institute and LeMoyne College in 
Memphis, Tennessee. He holds an honorary Doc- 
tor of Divinity Degree. 


Bishop Robert Earl Nance 


Bishop Nance was born 
in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
the son of Willie Nance and 
Miss Luticia Walters. He 
attended school in Gulfport 
and Biloxi, Mississippi, 
and graduated from high 
school in Biloxi, receiving 
a certificate from Biloxi 
Trade and _ Industrial 
School. He then attended 
William Carey College in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

He was married to the late Mrs. Octavia Bradford 
Nance and they were parents to one son, Dr. Robert 
Nance, Jr., Sacramento, California, and one 
daughter, Mrs. Brenda Collier Birth, Biloxi, 
Mississippi. 

He was saved in 1942 in Biloxi, Mississippi, under 
Elder Elijah Parker and ordained in 1950 under the 
leadership of Elder Tommy Williams. 

He has held the position of State Sunday School 
Superintendent, Vice-Chairman of the International 
Sunday School Department, and Dean of Charles 
Harrison Mason System of Bible Colleges at Biloxi. 
He served on the National Board of Regents of 
Charles Harrison Mason System of Bible Colleges 
and is a member of the Saints Center Board, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. 

Bishop Nance has built three modern brick chur- 
ches, two in the city of Gulfport and one in Biloxi. 
He is presently Pastor of the First Church Of God 
In Christ, Biloxi, and Saint Andrew Church Of God 
In Christ, Gulfport. He was appointed Auxiliary 
Bishop on April 17, 1985; and Jurisdictional Bishop, 
November 1987. 


Bishop Warren Elijah Miller 


Bishop Warren E. Miller 
was born March 12, 1923 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He is the son of the late 
Bishop U. E. Miller and the 
<| late Mrs. Delphia Miller. 


He has been married to 
‘| his wife Dorothy for 41 
<| years and they have four 

‘| children, Ronald, Warren 

Ellis, Gregory Wayne and 

Yvonne Evette Howard, he 

is also the stepfather of 

Jerry Victor and Carolyn Curry. 

Bishop Miller received his call to the ministry in 
1956 and became a licensed minister that same 
year. Ordination followed August 4, 1960 under the 
administration of the late Bishop U. E. Miller. He 
served as Assistant Pastor under his father for three 
years and after the demise of his father in 1963, the 
church Board unanimously voted him to become 
Pastor of Williams Temple on May 25, 1963. 

Bishop Miller progressed as a leader on the local, 
state and national level and has served with honor, 
dignity and distinciton in positions such as the 
Board of Directors of the Saints Center Corpora- 
tion, National Chairman of Ministerial Ethics Pro- 
tocol Etiquette, Secretary of the National Board of 
Trustees, member of the National Executive Com- 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY — Is the 
Great Assembly of selected representatives from 
the GENERAL CHURCH who meet annually, dur- 
ing the National Convocation of the Church Of God 
In Christ, Inc. or in Special Session, called by the 
GENERAL BOARD, to conduct the business of the 
Church. 


The General Assembly comprises the General 
Board, Jurisdictional Bishops, Jurisdictional super- 
visors of Women’s Work, Pastors of Local Churches 
and Ordained Elders, District Missionaries and lay 
delegates from each Jurisdictional Assembly, and 
Foreign Delegates. Within these six (6) Member- 
ship Classifications the total Church is represented. 
The Board of Bishops, the General Council, all Na- 
tional Departmental Leaders, and every local 
church within the Church. Persons of diversified 
training and skills make up the Assembly. Those 
who have outstanding academic achievements, Ex- 
pertise in all of the major fields of knowledge, and 
persons who are devoted to the high ideals of the 
Church come ready to contribute to and participate 
in plans and programs for the advancement of the 
Church’s Mission. Because persons come to share 
it is necessary that channels of communication are 
open to everyone so that the Church may benefit 
from the great source of information which is 
available to us. 


As supreme legislative and judicial authority of 
the Church, and the only tribunal which has power 
to express doctrines and creeds of the Church — 
that are binding on all members of the Church —it 
is necessary that persons of the highest spiritual, 
intellectual and practical experience are allowed to 
participate in the planning and decision making 
processes of the Church. 


THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY — is elected by the General 
Assembly and is a vital force in helping to expedite 
the business of the Assembly. He presides over all 
sessions of the General Assembly, but may appoint 
a presiding officer in his place and stead in the event 
he need be excused or temporarily relieved of office. 


The record shows that the Chairman of the 
General Assembly serves as a role model for the 
Assembly; therefore, the effective Chairman is one 
who accords to all persons the highest respect. He 
allows everyone to be heard, pursuant to the 
guidelines set by the Assembly, and he assists each 
person in presenting his ideas and proposals before 
the Assembly for consideration. A good Chairman 
always seeks to obtain the services and assistance 
of qualified persons to present to the General 
Assembly as persons who may serve in specialized 
areas of competence. 


THE GENERAL BOARD — Comprises 
twelve (12) bishops; elected from among the 
Jurisdictional Bishops of the Church, by the 
General Assembly. As Ex-Officio Directors of the 
Church, the Board is authorized to exercise powers, 
expressed or implied, considered necessary to carry 
out the duties asigned to it by the General 
Assembly. The decisions of the General Board are 
final, unless changed or overruled by the General 
Assembly. 


A. THE PRESIDING BISHOP — Spiritual 
Leader of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., is 
elected from among the twelve (12) General Board 
members. He is authorized to conduct executive 
functions of the Church, when neither the General 
Board or General Assembly is in session. All such 
actions are subject to a majority vote of approval by 
the General Board, and subject to the will of the 
General Assembly. 


B. FIRST AND SECOND ASSISTANT 
PRESIDING BISHOPS — Selected from the 
remaining eleven (11 Board Members, by the 
Presiding Bishop. They serve to assist the Presiding 
Bishop in discharging his executive functions and 
to serve for or in if for any reason the Presiding 
Bishop, in their respective order, if for any reason 
the Presiding Bishop does not serve or is unable to 
serve, until the position is filled by the General 
Assembly at one of its regular sessions. 


C. THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S DUTIES 
AND AUTHORITY — It should be clearly 
understood that the Presiding Bishop was selected 
out from the Twelve (12) by the General Assembly 
and given the leadership of the Church. The 
General Assembly further gave the Presiding 


Dr. Samuel Nesbitt 


Bishop the authority to select a First and Second 
Assistant to assist him performing the duties of His 
office. These duties and authority rest only in the 
Presiding Bishop, subject only to the General 
Assembly. 


1. Take action upon petitions, request, com- 
plaints, and other matters referred to the General 
Assembly, Jurisdictional Assemblies, Departments 
of the Church Of God In Christ, or members of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

2. Appoint all Department Heads and all Na- 
tional Officers in accordance with the terms and 
provisions of the Constitution. 

3. Appoint all Jurisdictional Bishops, domestic 
or foreign, from among qualified Elders of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

4. Supervise and direct all departments of the 
Church. 

5. Execute the decisions of the General Board 
and the General Assembly. 

It would appear that the Presiding Bishop is the 
leader of the Church Of God In Christ by the WILL 
OF GOD as expressed by and through the PEOPLE 
of God in the General Assembly of the Church. 

THE GENERAL COUNCIL — is perhaps 


one of the most important Generals of the Church 
who are in good standing with the local churches 
of the Ecclesiastical Jurisdictions throughout the 
Church. Many of the Elders are pastors of outstand- 
ing congregations; some are lawyers, doctors, 
educators, scientists, businessmen and persons who 
possess a wide range of talents, abilities and exper- 
tise. Greatest of all, they are persons who love the 
Church and are dedicated servants of the same. 


The General Council serves as Ecclesiastical 
Council to hear, try and determine cases and other 
matters referred to it by the General Assembly. It 
also considers special matters referred to it by the 
General Board, Jurisdictional Assemblies, and 
departments of the Church. Because of the impor- 
tant role its plays it is essential, for the benefit of 
the total Church, that it becomes a well organized 
agency of the Church. 


The Constitution provides for the Council to be 
organized to meet the needs which may arise. A 
Chairman is provided for and any other officers 
which are needed to conduct the affairs of the 
Council. 


Conclusion 


Now that we have introduced to the Generals of 
the Church, it is easy to see that all of us are inter- 
related — We are One. Each depends upon the 
other and each works for the benefit of the others 
and of the Kingdom of God. All of the Generals of 
the Church are vital to the success of the Church, 
because they are all — in essence — the Church. 


This year we will meet to elect persons to serve 
in positions of the Generals of the Church. This is 
a great responsibility and one which we should not 
take lightly. Every member of the body is involved 
and the decisions we make will affect all; therefore, 
we should seek the guidance of the UNSEEN Head 
of the Church that he may direct our paths. 

I have listened with real interest to many of the 
candidates who are seeking to be elected to office 
in the Church this year, and it appears that the 
greater concern, as expressed by them, is in the 
area of things material and temporal. While I am 
certain that there is need for improvement in the 
areas emphasized, and will always be, there appears 
to be a greater need existing which needs to be dealt 
with as a condition precedent to tackling the task 
of trying to correct that which may already be in 
process of being corrected. 


Please know that I have no desire to dissuade 
anyone from any of your aspirations for good, for 
I am the first to admit that I think they are good. 
My purpose is to help us focus on that which can 
help us accomplish all that we need to accomplish 
in the spirit of love and goodwill. 


If for just a little while we can forget our cam- 
paign to be elected to an office in the Church Of God 
In Christ, Inc., and remember that God, Himself, 
has ELECTED us to be saints in the Church Of God 
In Christ, it might help us to direct our attention on 
working diligently “to make our CALLING and 
ELECTION sure?’ As the ELECT of God, if we 
could just check our motives; watch our words; 
respect those in leadership positions in the Church; 
seek to rid ourselves of covetousness; refuse to con- 
demn others when you don’t have the facts to prove 
what you allege; give up unreasonable ambitions; 
develop brotherly affection and Christian love; and, 
finally, ‘“be filled with the Spirit;’ God’s presence 
would be seen in our midst in wonderful ways. 

Judging from what I have seen and heard, some 
repenting may be in order. While we might have 
already been forgiven by those whom we have 
wronged, it would bring about better relationships 
if we would just confess our faults, repent of our sins 
and pray one for another that we may be healed. 
There appears to be some wounds and tender spots 
among us that need to be healed. 


Spiritually sick persons — those whose spirits 
are bruised because of misunderstanding; blinded 
because of envy, covetousness, jealousy and desires 
for revenge — are not in the attitude or condition 
to participate in election activities. Because they are 
Spiritually blind they may pull the wrong lever and 
move someone out who should remain in. Because 
they are bruised they may influence others to op- 
pose whom God has approved. Saints, perhaps a 
good REPENTANCE SERVICE is what we need, 
more than anything else. Just think of the wonder- 
ful REFRESHING that we may enjoy when the 
ELECT are sure of their ELECTION. 


Dr. Susie Pressley 
State Mother of 
Barbados, West Indies 


Since 1971, Mother Pressley has been the State 
Mother of Barbados. Throughout the eighteen 
years of Pentecostal Church Of God In Christ in 
Barbados has prospered, increased in number and 
strength. They have grown rich spiritually. 

It all started with a prayer meeting in Sis. Flo- 
rence Burk’s house that became a Rescue Mission. 

Today in 1988, they have ten churches and three 
missions. Although Mother is recognized by us in 
the United States as being over the Women Depart- 
ment in Barbados, the people of Barbados West 
Indies view her as their leader. 

Elder J. Pressley and Mother had begun steering 
the mission work there. Thus, Mother has always 
been instrumental in steerheading the entire mis- 
sion work in Barbados. 

In respect to District Leader Elder C. Norman; 
In 1982, Mother requested a need for a man to work 
with her. Our late Bishop F. D. Washington gave her 
Elder C. Norman. 

She has continually believed in what the Lord has 
given her thus Mother has inspired many others as 
well as myself to be involved and help lift up Jesus’s 
name in that territory. 

Each year in February for their Annual Holy Con- 
vocation, mother has invited and helped bring 
church officials and dignitaries such as Bishop F. 
D. Washington, National Evangelists; Elder H. Ross 
and Elder Amos Kemper, the Dean of O. M. Kelly 
Bible Institute; J. T. Burk, Missionaries, Teachers, 
Reachers and Preachers to enhance the spiritual 
welfare of the Pentecostal Church Of God In Christ. 

This year on October second and third the 
Women’s Department held their first Consecration 
Meeting. Mother attended and was encouraging to 
the young and old. She admonished them to take 
their stand in the Lord and work out their souls sal- 
vation doing the work of the church by winning 
souls. 

Along with mother was her Assistant in Barbados 
Evg. Mae Smith who admonished the women to 
pray and stay with Christ. Accompanying was Bar- 
bados District Missionary Vivian Wooden; 
Treasurer and Financier, Mother Mrytle Armstead; 
Mother Pressley’s Home Mission Assistant, Cor- 
respondent Secretary and Reporter Missionary 
Wanda M. Edwards and her sweet four year old 
daughter Mariama N. Edwards who was aspiring 
to the Sunshine Bank. 

In this first Consecration Meeting the church of- 
ficials and members held an Appreciation Service 
at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, October 2nd in honor of 
Mother S. Pressley. They recognized her for be- 
ing their first Missionary land State Mother. At the 
tent that evening the people blessed mother with 
expressions of love, gratitude and appreciation. 
They wrote a letter of commendation to Bishop 
Moody proof of their appreciation and love. 

The Consecration Meetings were inspiring. On 
Monday, the Women Department set up five aux- 
iliaries: The Usher, Mother’s Board, Hospitality, 


Y.W.C.C. and Purity Class. The Sunshine Band 


was established last year. 

In the year of 1988, the Lord has placed on Sis. 
Mae Smith’s heart to be instrumental in demon- 
strating to Mother Pressley the love of her fellow 
peers and workers in the Home & Foreign Mission 
Department in which a Banquet in her honor was 
held on January 16, 1988 as well as the October se- 
cond Appreciation Service held by the Pentecostal 
Church Of God In Christ Barbados. 

Therefore, Mother Susie Pressley at the ripe age 
of eighty-five has been blessed to see the gratitude 
of those who love her and labored with as she kept 
the faith and loyalty to the Lord over the years. 

Thus, mother has just a slight taste of what the 
celestial body will do when she faces Jesus to 
receive a reward for being a faithful servant. Those 
have overwhelmed her heart with joy. 


During the Holy Convocation people attended 
from near and far. Last year the saints welcomed 
a Cuban delegation to the convention. The saints 
were pleased to learn how well our brothers and 
sisters were doing in spite of the barriers of com- 
munism. This year a delegation from South Africa 
graced our convocation. 


Four very beautiful and exceptional saints from 
South Africa shared their varied Christian ex- 
periences with the Holy Convocation. It was an op- 
portunity for the saints to touch and know people 
who share Christ under often extreme and difficult 
circumstances. 


The leader of the group was a native American 
living in South Africa, Missionary Sandra Parker 
of Chicago, Illinois. She demonstrated how Christ 
call to mission will benefit countless lives, if only 
obeyed. In spite of the brutal racism which 
characterizes the South African society, she has 
found beautiful, lovely, healthy people whom love 
the lord. Their testimonies and living witness were 
helped to all. Along with Sister Parker were Pastor 
Derrick Fynn, Rev. Errol Fortuin, and Pastor Bren 
da Pijoos. Each a native South African is a religious 


Promoting the slogan, ‘‘Action, Accessibility and 
Accountability}? Superintendent Franklyn E. 
Knight won the election conducted by the Council 
of Elders. The National Council of Elders is com- 
posed of ordained COGIC clergy. The new chair- 
man had been a progressive voice within those 
ranks. 


Chairman Knight comes to the position with 
hopes and a positive attitude that his beloved coun- 
cil can contribute greatly to the Church. During an 
exclusive interview with The Whole Truth, the 
chairman reflected his heartfelt desires. He plans 
to use qualified elders to provide upgraded training 
to clergy. He has established several commissions 
to achieve his agenda. The council now has estab- 
lished a commission of education and training, com- 
mission of finace and revenue, commission of 
Church extension and one dealing with standardiz- 
ing ordinations. 

To achieve these needed goals, Elder Knight pro- 


Superintendent Ralph Jefferson, pastor of Jefferson 
Temple Church Of God In Christ, Bellport, New York, 
received the honor of Man Of The Year. The award was 
given by the Long Island, New York Weekly newspaper. 

Many civil officials and meritorious individuals were 
selected as candidates. After all was said and done, 
Pastor Jefferson was selected because of his outstanding 
work and leadership. The fact he feeds up to 200 children 
every Sunday from his own funds, counsels, tutors, post 


Knight Elected National Elders Council Chairman 


Man Of The Year Award 1988 


leader in his/her own right. Most notably was 
Pastor Fynn who has one hundred assemblies under 
his leadership. His fellowship extends across South 
Africa to Australia. He reflected, “‘I see all these 
black men and women coming together in 
fellowship and worship. This meeting has been fan- 
tastic:’ Each of the delegates expressed their warm 
feelings for the saints and how much they enjoyed 
the Holy convocation. 


Sister Parker who has worked across Africa in 
various countries for ten years issued a challenge 
to the home folks. ‘“Teachers, evangelists, musi- 
cians are needed to come and work. I have come to 
charge the people, brothers and sisters alike, that 
Africa needs them. Yes, money is necessary but a 
personal visit would be strongly appreciated. Jesus 
said go to all the world;’ reflected Parker. 


Bishop C. L. Moody visited South Africa and 
preached. Many people were converted and 
delivered. The missions department is hoping that 
a closer walk with those saints in far away places 
will be progressively pursued. Pray and support the 
missions of our Church, as countless others need to 
hear the word. 


poses to register every elder in the country. He 
plans an annual banquet and some regional con- 
ferences to promote the agenda. 

In relation to the current administration, Elder 
Knight desires open communications. He had 
already met with the General Board, Board of 
Bishops and key persons by the time of his inter- 
view. He stated he promotes and supports the 
agenda of the Church. 

For the departing chairman, Elder Knight had 
only words of praise. He lauded Elder Baxter’s ac- 
complishments and encouraged the council to 
elevate Elder Baxter to the status of chairman 
emeritus. 

During the consecration of new bishops, the 
Presiding Bishop and General Board installed Elder 
Knight officially as chairman of the council. May 
his tenure as chairman be long and profitable to the 
Church. 


job applications, visits hospitals and diligently labors 
as a community social worker made him worthy. 
Likewise, he is known for visiting the local town 
hall on behalf of the needy. Pastor Jefferson is a God 
sent man and works equally hard within his own 
parish. 

All of Bellport and especially Jefferson Temple ap- 
preciate our Man Of The Year. May God ever bless our 
great leader. 


Letter to the Editor 


To the Editor: 

“‘Tust Say No,’ is the new slogan for our youth to- 
day. We tell them to just say no to drugs, sex, gangs, 
and alcohol. Just saying no is not going to stop a per- 
son from drinking, just saying no is not going to stop 
our babies from having babies; there’s more to it 
than just saying no. 

Our youth need help; believe it or not some are 
crying out for help in their own way. We as saints 
of God should not say well if their mothers or 
fathers were at home to watch them or if they had 
a father, or if their mother wasn’t out in the streets 
all night long . . . Saints these are OUR CHILD- 
REN (Church Of God In Christ). Pastors, Mothers, 
Deacons, Evangelist, Missionaries, Supervisors, 
Bishops these are our children running the streets 
at night. These are our children selling drugs, our 
babies are having babies, our youth are alcoholics, 
our children are committing suicide. Yes our child- 
ren that are sitting in our Sunday School classes 
every Sunday morning, singing in our 200 voice 
choirs, ushering the Saints of God to their seats, giv- 
ing our Men-Of-God a glass of water; SAINTS, 
WAKE UP... 

You wonder what are we doing about it, 
NOTHING! When our young ladies get pregnant 
we glamorize it. Instead of sitting her down, we 
throw baby showers, give her a new song to sing in 
the choir entitled Jesus Can Keep. Saints what have 
happened to our priorities? We let our youth do 
what they want to do, when they want to do it, and 
who they want to do it with. We let our youth come 
to church when they want to and leave when they 
get ready. We let them wear what they want, skirts 
3” above their knees with a split in it. When they 
get in trouble we pat them on the back and tell them 
it’s all right, when it’s not all right. 

Saints, it’s time for us to put our foot down and 
teach our young people pure holiness. The world is 
watching us. We must be different; I do not mean 
for us to wear long dirty white dresses which touch 
the ground as one walks. Oh, there should be a dif- 
ference between clean and unclean, and holy and 
unholy. 

I love young people, I’m young myself, only 22. 
It hurts me to hear of the hundreds of young peo- 
ple dying daily, on their way toa burning hell. Saints 
let us pray and ask God to give us the wisdom and 
knowlege to win back our youth, and to keep the 

ones we already have. Hell is real, it’s sad to say but 
some people will never know how real it is until they 
get there and then it’s too late. 
Sis. Connie Russell (Williams Temple C.0.G.I.C.) 

Milwaukee, WI Pastor & Bishop J. C. Williams 

3rd Jurisdiction 


Mother 
Neanza Jones 


Pioneer 
1900-1988 


“And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, in 
that day when I make up 
my jewels.” 

—Malachi 3:17 


Mother Neanza Zelma Jones was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, January 7, 1900. She departed this 
life in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to be with the 
Lord Monday afternoon, September 26, 1988. — 

She was the seventh of eight children born to her 
mother, Mother Joanna Williams Scott. When she 
was just seven months old, her father passed away. 
Immediately, her eldest brother, Earl, (who was 
later to become General Secretary of the Church Of 
God In Christ), assumed the role in her life as a 
father-figure. Later, her next oldest brother, Ed- 
ward, took on this role. 

All during her early years, her mother and fami- 
ly were very devout members of the Kennerly 
Avenue Church Of God In Christ in St. Louis. Con- 
sequently, from her earliest existence, she lived in 
close association with her family’s church. 

From her earliest childhood, she was always 
spiritually and religiously inclined. So at the age of 
12, she gave her life to Christ, and experienced be- 
ing ‘‘saved?’ and soon thereafter experienced being 
“baptized”’ with the Holy Ghost. 

Little did she realize that her involvement in the 
spiritual life and work of her church would eventual- 
ly have a profound influence upon her future life and 
destiny. For the man that she would later meet and 
marry was, at the time, the Editor and Publisher of 
the YPWW Topics. 

11 1919, she graduated from Sumner High School 
in St. Louis. This was a very significant event in her 
life. For as a graduation present, she went to 


Editor Answers Back 


Sister Russell, seeing that you are young, in- 
telligent and a member of this current generation of 
drug using, often poorly motivated youth, I pray for 
your continued commitment to provide a clarion 
saintly witness. It is good that those who understand 
the tragedy awaiting people who recklessly indulge 
in aimless living and substance abuse speak out 
loudly. My hope is that you don’t burn out trying to 
overcome the stagnant masses of youth who cannot 
free themselves. Certainly, slogans, recreation, 
wealth and opportunity don’t deter drug abuse. 
There is a spiritual weakness and a demonic force 
which ‘“‘Just say no;’ cannot handle. 


You asked the saints to wake up. I don’t think the 
saints are asleep. Not the real saints! Neither have 
real saints glamorized the sins and attitudes of youth, 
allowing for new and different morals. Yes, some 
people have allowed the standards to fall. Being 
overely permissive to selfish and hard headed youth 
will do little to help. The evil one has created a 
spurious set of circumstances and the ignorant and 
sinful are being twisted and weakened daily. 

Please recognize the fact that your life is solid and 
clean. Someone has taught you the benefits of salva- 
tion. your clean hands, healthy body and strong mind 
is directly related to your spiritual upbringing. 
Thank God for the real saints in your life. 

Have mercy on those youth who are victims of 
drugs and crime. Live holy in front of them. Witness 
in behalf of Christ, your savior and share the sweet 
joy of salvation with them. Be firm and committed 
to the truth. Always give them a loving but a clear 
warning about their course in life. 

Someone will get saved. To those who don’t, there 
is the judgment. God is loving enough to be fair. 
Jesus said the following: 

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he 

which if filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that 
is righteous, let him be holy still. And behold, I 
come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 
Revelation 22:11-12 
David Hall, Editor 


Memphis, Tennessee the following year, 1920, to at- 
tend the Annual National Convocation of the 
Church Of God In Christ. It was during this 
Meeting, that she, and the then young National 
President of the YPWW, ‘‘Brother Ozro;’ as he was 
then called, got acquainted. This personal meeting 
resulted in a series of correspondence and personal 
contacts that eventually resulted in their getting 
married. 


In 1925, Senior Bishop C. H. Mason requested 
the then young Elder O. T. Jones to go to 
Philadelphia to become the pastor of a small 
disheartened band of saints that eventually became 
Holy Temple Church Of God In Christ. He was 
simultaneously appointed State Overseer of the 
State of Pennsylvania because of the sudden ac- 
cidental death of the former State Overseer, Elder 
Frederick, which occurred on the very day the 
young Elder O. T. Jones arrived in the State. Neanza 
then had to move with young family to Philadelphia, 
and help establish a home for her husband and 
chilren on a new large urban metropolis. 


At the same time, the ministry of the then Elder 
O. T. Jones greatly expanded — locally, in the state, 
and nationally. His ministry also became very diver- 
sified — asa National Youth Leader, Publisher and 
Editor, Bishop, and Pastor of a rapidly growing local 
congregation. 

At the same time, Mother Jones remained an 
ideal mother to her family of six children. She lov- 
ed and understood each, and encouraged each to 
prepare himself/herself to do some one thing well, 
and above all to remain true to God, to the Church, 
and to their father. 

As a result, the Lord blessed her and her husband 
to see each of their six children saved and actively 
serving in the Church. At the same time, each of 
the children were able to obtain the necessary 
education to prepare each for his/her life’s work. 

Ozro T., Jr., Pastor of Holy Temple Church Of 
God In Christ, Philadelphia; Bishop, Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania Jurisdiction; former 
President, International Youth Congress, present- 
ly Member, General Board. 


Walter B., Retired Regional Administrator for the 
U. S. Department of Labor; Deacon, Holy Temple 
Church, Philadelphia. 

William V., Medical Doctor; Deacon, Holy Tem- 
ple Church, Philadelphia. 

(continued on page 8) 


Scenes From The 
Holy Convocation... 


International Supervisor, Mattie McGlothen 
and Assistant Supervisor, Mother Emma 
Crouch enjoyed the worship services. 


Waiting to vote at 3:00 a.m. found delegates 
doing what was natural. 


Delegates gladly received “‘I Won’t Be Silent 
Anymore’’ buttons. 


Model subscribers renewed their The Whole 
Truth subscription during the Holy Convo- 
cation. 


Presiding Bishop Patterson, being congra- 
tulated on being elected to a sixth term as presi- 
dent of the Church. 


The choirs were out in full force. C.O.G.I.C. is 
blessed with an abundance of talent. 


Bishops Installed... 


(continued from page 3) 


mittee and a member of the National Planning 
Board. He also served as Chairman of the Board of 
Superintendents of Ohio North for four years and 
served as Superintendent of Cleveland District #1. 
Bishop Miller was also a member of the State Board 
of Trustees and a member of the Ministerial 
Alliance of Greater Cleveland. He attended Cleve- 
land Bible College where he received training for 
his ministry. 

On August 14, 1988 he was appointed Designate 
Bishop of the Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of 
Northern Ohio during the 72nd State Convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


This year Bishop Miller celebrated his 25th year 
as Pastor of Williams Temple Church Of God In 
Christ. 


Bishop Andrew Hunter, Sr. 


Bishop Andrew Hunter 
was born in Harrington, 
Georgia, where he also 
received training in the 
public school system. 


It was apparent from an 
early age that Bishop was 
not to have a life of leisure. 
By age 11 he was employed 
on his first job; and, in 1928 
at age 16 he was saved and 
began the work that God 
set before him as a witness 


of the gospel. 


Bishop Hunter received his call to the gospel 
ministry and in 1944 received his license followed 
by ordination, in 1946, under the administration of 
Bishop R. F. Williams. 

During his 34 years as a pastor, Bishop Hunter, 
a diligent and loyal worker built several churches 
in the Georgia community and currently pastors the 
St. Andrew Church Of God In Christ on St. Simons 
Island. 


Bishop Hunter is married to Mrs. Viola Beatrice 
Hunter and they are the proud parents of 11 
children. 


Bishop Fred Douglas Lawson, Jr. 


Bishop Fred Lawson en- 
joys a long rich heritage in 
the Church Of God In 
Christ. He is the son of the 
last Elder F. D. Lawson, 
|| Sr, the grandson of a 
Church Of God In Christ 
minister, the nephew of 
Elder R. L. Lawson, and 
the nephew of Mother 
Ruth Allman who has serv- 
ed as Assistant Supervisor 
in New Mexico and 


Kansas. 

He was called to the ministry while only a 
sophomore in high school. He continued to study 
to prepare himself as an effective witness and after 
completion of preliminary studies enrolled at the 
Oklahoma School of Religion where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Theology Degree. 

Bishop Lawson is amply supported by his fami- 
ly. His wife departed this life in March 1987; how- 
ever, he has the love and support of the saints and 
also his six sons and daughter. 


Bishop William Morgan James 


A native of Pensacola, 
| Florida, Bishop James was 
taken to Toledo, Ohio, at an 
| early age and raised there 
| in the local assemblage. 
| In Toledo, he received his 
| early formal training 
through the public schools 
of that city. After gradu- 
ating with honors, from 
1 Scott High School he at- 
tended Eastern Nazarene 
College where he received 
the Bachelor of Arts Degree, and he also holds an 
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree. 


Bishop James was licensed to preach at 15 years 
of age and graduated at 17. His first pastorate was 
in Willard, Ohio, in 1950, followed by a promotion 
in 1952 to the rank of District Superintendent. 


Over the years the Bishop has been aided and 
supported by his wife and eight children. They have 
served well both the St. James Church family and 
the Toledo community. For these efforts, Bishop 
James has been well recognized. 

His involvement in the Church Of God In Christ 
includes service as Chairman of the Elder’s Coun- 
cil, Executive Secretary of the International Youth 
Congress, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop 
and President of the International Youth Congress. 


Bishop Milton Lee Hall 


Bishop Milton Hall is the 
second eldest son of the 
late Elder and Mrs. Lewis 
J. Hall. He is married to the 
former Julia M. Watson 
and they are the proud 
parents of Milton L., Jr., 
Lewis Jerone, and Joyce. 


Having been trained by 
godly parents, he learned 
the importance of a life 
committed to Christ and in 
1949, made that commit- 
ment. This experience was followed by acceptance 
to a call to the gospel ministry in 1951 and ordina- 
tion in 1958. 


Bishop Hall has been a dedicated servant who has 
served in many civic and church related activities, 
among his civic concerns are serviced on both the 
Citizens Housing and the Mayor’s Advisory Com- 
mittees of the City of Kokomo. Religiously, he has 
served as State Sunday School Chairman, State 
Chairman of Public Relations, Administrative 
Assistant to the Bishop, National Constitutional 
Committee Member and National Renovation Com- 
mittee Member for National Church Properties. 

Bishop Hall has served as Interim-pastor at six 
churches in Indiana, and presently serves as Pastor 
of the Grace Memorial Church in Kokomo, Indiana. 


Bishop Warren George Crudup, Sr. 


Bishop Warren Crudup 
was born to George and 
Mary Crudup, August 1, 
1923, in South Norfolk, 
Virginia. From the age of 
three he was reared in the 
Church Of God In Christ. 
His godly parents taught 
him the Holy Scriptures 
and led him to the Lord in 
1938. 
| He was educated in the 

“ Norfolk Public Schools and 
graduated from Booker T. Washington High 
School. His education continued at Hampton In- 
stitute, Washington Baptist Seminary, North- 
western College and Harvard University. He receiv- 
ed the Bachelor of Theology Degree and an 
Honorary Doctorate of Divinity Degree from North- 
western College. 

Called to the gospel ministry in 1954, he served 
faithfully and learned rapidly enabling him to move 
quickly toward ordination in 1956. His zeal, coupl- 
ed with God’s help brought about the establishment 
of St. Paul Temple in Washington, DC. Thirty-three 
years hence, he remains the Pastor. 

Bishop Crudup serves the District of Columbia 
Jurisdiction as a District Superintendent, Ordina- 
tion Board Chairman and Administrative Assistant 
to Bishop Samuel Kelsey. 

His ministry has been greatly enhanced by his 
devoted wife of 44 years, Parthenia, and though the 
support of his children Warren, Jr., Carolyn and 
Carlton. 


Inspirational Talk 


I Heard It Through 
The Grapevine 


Grapevine is defined, a rumor, especially a 
baseless rumor. An informal means of circulating 
information or gossip. A secret source of 
information. 

But the vine that I have in mind is truth itself, for 
Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and My Father is 
the husbandman.’ The fact of His being cannot be 
a rumor, for it’s recorded in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. 

It cannot be an informal means of circulating in- 
formation, for at His birth, the heavenly host offered 
praises to God. It cannot be gossip, for His promises 
have been proved to be sure and steadfast. 

It cannot be a secret source of information, for He 
gave the charge to His disciples: ‘“‘Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 


It cannot be a baseless rumor, for we have reliable 
witnesses to the promise of His coming, and of His 
diety. 

It was one Friday, that I became witness to His 
Sonship, for I heard it through the grapevine that 
Jesus is a baptizer with the Holy Ghost and that 
with fire. 

Listen Church, hold on, hold on, hold on, that no 
man take thy crown, for behold, He’s coming quick- 
ly, to give every man according as his work shall be. 
I heard, I heard it through the grapevine, I did. 


Evangelist 
Rosa L. Monroe 


Bible Way | 
Church Of God 
In Christ 


Cincinnati,| 
Ohio _ 
. 


SV 


Election... 


(continued from page 1) 


candidates made short speeches to which the cheer- 
ing blocks applauded. Some candidates used 
preaching voices to give a unique flavor to their 
request. 


It was evident that candidates and delegates alike 
were extremely serious about the election. Some 
spent thousands of dollars on beautifully designed, 
multicolored printed materials. The delegates were 
equally serious and spent time reading those items 
while contemplating their choices. After all the 
speeches and conversations, the assembly gathered 
at the polls to vote. 


The delegates made many prayerful and cons- 
cientious choices on the 15th. When the final count 
was made, the delegates expressed what we hope 
is the Will of God. The open slot on the General 
Board was filled and two setting board members 
were replaced. Newcomers to the General Board 
are Bishop C. E. Blake of California, Bishop Levi 
Willis of Virginia and Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush 
of Louisiana. These gentlemen bring a wealth of ex- 
perience and skill to the board. Hopefully, their ad- 
dition will signal a new energy and commitment. 
They join the presiding bishop, Bishop J. O. Patter- 
son, Sr., Bishop L. H. Ford, Bishop J. D. Husband, 
Bishop C. L. Anderson, Bishop C. D. Owens, Bishop 
O. T. Jones, Jr., Bishop P. A. Brooks, Bishop J. 
Neaul Haynes and Bishop Samuel Green on the 
general board. Each setting board member is a 
leader and positive force in his own right. Together 
these men will uspport the continued development 
of Christ and her proper organization. 


Leaving the board were Bishop L. R. Anderson 
and Bishop Jacob Cohen. They served well during 
years of distinguished effort for Christ. Both men 
were humble and gracious in defeat. Their com- 
ments reflected their class and appreciation for the 
high office in which they had served. 


OBITUARIES 


Michael D. Washington 


Michael Dwayne Washington went to be at rest, 
Monday, October 3, 1988 at South Nassau com- 
munity Hospital, Oceanside, New York. Bro. 
Michael was born January 3, 1964 in Queens, New 
York, son of Pastor Robert P. Washington and 
Catherine (Smith) Washington. He was a graduate 
from Creative Nursery, Grace Lutheran, Uniondale 
High School, Nassau Community College and State 
University of New York at Westbury, New York. He 
obtained his Bachelor of Science Degree. 

He accepted Christ as his personal Savior at early 
adolescence and soon accepted important appoint- 
ments in the church. He served as President of the 
Program Committee, Vice-President of the Jr. 
Chorus, Assistant Secretary of Church, Secretary of 
Tithing Fund, and President of Photography Club. 
He taped Sunday Morning Services so that Saints 
could take them home to feast on during the week. 

He was known for his artistic talent as an ac- 
complished Saxophonist throughout the State and 
New Jersey. He learned to play the Piano, Organ, 
and Synthesizer. Michael always displayed a will- 
ingness to do all he could in the Master’s Services. 

Bro. Michael was a member of Mt. Calvary 
Church Of God In Christ, where his father is Pastor. 
He grew in the fear and knowledge of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Bro. Michael was quiet, kind and obe- 
dient. He was appointed President of the Eastern 
New York State Band in 1984 and served until his 
demise. 

He became engaged to a beautiful young lady, 
Guendalina Norris, who stood by him until death. 

In addition to his parents, Bro. Michael is surviv- 
ed by three brothers, Robert Eugene, Ronald, and 
Gregory of New York, three sister-in-laws, Debra, 
Donna, and Karen, grandparents, Chris and Emma 
Harris of Augusta, Georgia, a devoted fiance, Guen- 
dalina Norris of New York, seven uncles, eight 
aunts, several neices, nephews, cousins, Church 
families and friends. 


Mother Jones 
(continued from page 6) 

Mrs. Jean Anderson, former Church Organist, 
Anderson Memorial Church, Detroit. 

Mrs. Elma Harriet Ballard, Teacher, Public 
School, Philadelphia; Choir Member, Holy Temple 
Church, Philadelphia, President of the CAF 
Hospitality Committee; an Organizer, Total Chris- 
tian Christian Young Ladies; Workshop; and 
Organizer, Sisters of the Way. 

Mrs. Marian Ellison (deceased), former Teacher, 
Public Schools, Philadelphia; former Chairperson 
Special Programs Committee, CAF of Holy Tem- 
ple Church, Philadelphia. 

For a number of years, Mother Jones served as 
Church Mother of the Holy Temple Church of Phil- 
adelphia. In this capacity, she organized the women 
of the church into a strong and helpful group. 
Women’s Day each year was always outstand- 
ing—spiritually, numerically, and financially. 

She also organized, over the course of the years, 
many groups and activities that sponsored and sup- 
ported Home and Foreign Missions, Hospitality, 
Scholarships, and Ministerial Assistance. 

At all times, she was full of compassion and con- 
cerned about those who suffered. 

She was quietly consecrated and spiritual. She in- 
deed walked and talked with God. 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 
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Jessie J. Hunter 


Mr. Jessie James Hunter was born in Memphis, 
Tennessee on October 24, 1922 to the union of 
Elnora Jenkins Hunter and the late Rev. Lawrence 
H. Hunter. He was united in marriage to Mabel 
Elizabeth Hill on May 16, 1946 and to this union 
nine children were born. 

Mr. Hunter had an exuberant love for God, his 
family, the church and mankind. He was a faithful, 
loving, devoted husband and father who served God 
and his fellow man with an unsurpassed, genuinely 
unique spiritual and natural zeal. Daily applying the 
gospel to his life, he presented his body a living 
sacrifice; holy, acceptable unto God which was his 
reasonable service by faithfully officiating as presi- 
dent of the Pentecostal Temple Institutional 
C.0G.IC. Usher Board #1, and serving as member 
of the church’s Security Squad, Rescue Squad and 
the Hospitality Group for the COG.I.C. National 
Women’s Department. Before his Honorable 
Discharge from the U. S. Army he was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon; EAME Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal and 
World War II Victory Medal for service to our coun- 
try. There was never a task too great, too small, or 
too inconvenient for him to joyously and gracious- 
ly perform; for what he did was done heartily as to 
the Lord and not unto man. 

On August 21, 1988 at 4:45 p.m. he decided 
““.. lam now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished by course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love His appearing”’ (II 
Timothy 4:6-8) And so, on that day, Jessie J. Hunter 
departed this life, crossed that chasim which separ- 
ates this world from the next, and entered into his 
promised home to be forever with the Lord. He was 
preceded into eternity by this father, Lawrence H. 
Hunter and his son, Charles E. Hunter. 

Rejoicing evermore in hope of that Great Resur- 
rection and Reunion are his beloved wife Mabel; his 
mother and stepfather Mrs. Elnora and Mr. Arthur 
McClinton; five sons Edward, Dwight, Robert, 
Lawrence, and Vernon; three daughters Eleanor 
“Bootsie;’ Helen ‘“‘Kitty;’ and Celeste; fifteen 
grandchildren, three daughters-in-law; two sons-in- 
law; two sisters-in-law; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 


Death came quietly and without any struggle to 
Mother Neanza Jones, at 2:42 p.m., Monday, 
September 26, 1988. We are confident that she is 
now with the Lord, and all the saints, in that ‘“‘house 
not made with hands, but eternal in the heavens?’ 
We look hopefully toward that day, when we shall 
all be together again in God’s Eternal City. 

She leaves to rejoice in her memory five loving 
and devoted children — two daughters, Mrs. Jean 
Anderson and Mrs. Elma Harriet Ballard; three 
sons, Ozro, Jr., Walter, and William; ten grand- 
children, three great-great-grand children, two 
brothers, a host of nieces and nephews, and The 
Household of Faith. 

“We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.’ 

—2nd Corinthians 5:1 


With Love, THE FAMILY 
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CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
BOOKSTORE 


272 South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
(901) 525-7334 — 


Books and Supplies 
to Enhance your COGIC Ministry!!! 

Handbook for Dept. of Women $3.50 each 
Sunshine Band Guide.............. 1.50 each 
Sunshine Bandwlopic.es emer A. 5 1.00 each 
urityeClassmhopicwas seein hes 3.00 each 
UGitys GUIde so eee yest a en ee 1.50 each 
Purity Buttonsee eres see .00 each 
Deaconess Guides... 0... ene. ,3.00 each 
Official Manual 10.00 each 
» Yes ordesHymnale gfe oe. 7.95 each 
C. H. Mason Story Book for Children. 2.25 each 
COGIC Bill Size Envelopes 

(for offerings) 10.95 per box 


Postage and Handling 


Order Amount Postage Amount 
$15.00 & under $3.50 
$15.01-$30.00 $4.50 
$30.01-$50.00 $5.50 
$50.00-$70.00 $7.50 


YOU CAN NOW ORDER MERCHANDISE 
ON MASTER CARD / 
VISA CREDIT CARD. 


(Please Note: $10.00 Minimum for VISA 


or Master Card Orders.) 


FILL OUT FORM BELOW AND RETURN 
WITH YOUR ORDER 

I want to order on my: 

[]MasterCard 

LIVISA 


My account number is 
My card expires on______— Month 


My name is 
(Please type or print) 


My address is 

Street 

City. State & ZIP 
Signature 


Card holder must write name. 


CREATIVE TEACHING AIDS 
Use this blank for Teaching Aids only!! 


Mail to: 

Name 

Address 

Citya ee ee  Statere ZIP 


Price Total 
$7.00 
$7.00 


Qty. Class 
Kindergarten 
Primary 
Junior 

$7.00 

$7.00 


Junior High 
Senior High 
Adult 
No. of Aids Postage |Sub Total 
1-3 $3.00 Postage 
4-6 $4.00 Total 
7 or more $5.00 
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Check Quarter Ordering 
CiSpring OSummer (ClFall [Winter — 


To insure having teaching aids on time... 


Winter Quarter — Order by October 15 

Spring Quarter — Order by January 15 

Summer Quarter — Order by April 15 
Fall Quarter — Order by July 15 


